Nationally designated important intangible folk cultural asset
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Yatsushiro Myoken festival
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Yatsushiro Myoken festival

At the center of the parade, is an object called ‘mikoshi’ which the god inhabits. More than one thousand people

: join this festival as the guards of mikoshi and as comforters of the god with music or dance. The length of the
- parade is about 1 kilometer, and it goes around the area the believers live and places relevant to the shrine.
It is from the 17 th century that various kinds of shows like today began.
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Myokenshin is believed to originally have come from
a godhead of either the polar star or the Big Dipper.
One story, from more than a thousand years ago,

is that the god rode here on a turtle.

Another is that he was a Korean prince.
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the head of the parade, it is the Shishi(Lion) that cleans the roads that the god passes through.

i Mai (Lion Dance) was started by the trader, Izakuraya Kanshichi in 1961. He had been impressed
e Lion Dance in Nagasaki.

aki was the door to foreign cultures back then, and the Chinese style Lion Dance was found there.
| That is why the Lion Dance in Yatsushiro is also in the Chinese style. A male lion and a female lion
play with a child who has a ball. Other members play foreign instruments like the bugle, Charumera
g and Dora, to make the show exciting.

FE 2 ;' :‘Shishi (Lion) Chinese style Lion dance
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~ Yatsushiro Myoken festival, held on November 23rd every year, is one of the biggest festivals in Kumamoto.
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Kumamoto Pref.

Yatsushiro City

Yatsushiro is in the middle of Kyushu. It faces
the calm Yatsushiro-Sea, and has prospered as
a port city.
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Two people are in a Shishi, in charge of the head and tail. A male lion has a
red and white body, and two horns. A female lion has a red and yellow body,
and one horn.

Characteristics of the Shishi are hairy bodies, long ears, and big tails. This
kind of Shishi is only in the Yatsushiro area.
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A male lion
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A female lion
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Various kinds of musical instruments (from the left: bugle, charumera, drums)
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@ Yakko  Follower spirits of the samurai class
his is the traditional performing arts of the followers of the samurai class. The followers
morized the performance when visiting Tokyo with their lord. Yakko means a male servant
: ho would do small jobs like carrying luggages when the lord went out.
™ They walk with Hasamibako (clothes box) ,Tategasa (sunshade) and Daigasa (hat) . The
) ight of the performance is when they skillfully throw their things to each other .
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| Kasaboko is a float. There are 9 floats, each is from one of nine old castle towns. They have been used since the late 17th century.
~ The original Kasaboko in the early days was a big sunshade. Later, it became the shape of a double sunshade, and 4 people carried it. This is the current shape of Kasaboko.
The appearance of Kasaboko looks like a two-story building. However, only one pillar holds up each part of the body. It is Kasaboko that makes a sunshade big and gorgeous.
- We cannot see this shape of things in other areas. They are unique to Yatsushiro.
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Kasaboko sectional view
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early stage of Kasaboko visual representation
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Kasaboko is made from 200 to 300 parts.
The skill of assembling it is also valuable cultural knowledge.
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gorgeous design on Kasaboko
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Kazariuma The spectacular scene of making horses run!
ariuma is a horse decorated with ornaments on its head. Shinto priests or Buddhist
riests used to ride these kinds of horses. Now, those horses are offered by some groups
)f ditizens. A horse chase in the shallow water is the most powerful event. An animation
character is often used as an ornament on its head.
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. ®Kinma  Miniature decorated horses

'he children walk while wearing a horse made of paper and wood.
It was in 1737 that the Kinma started as a gift celebrating the 70th birthday of the
_ravernor Matsui Hisayuki. One was from his vassal, the other four were from the
- %ple in the castle towns.
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Kinma, made in 1873.
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®Kida  Originated from Myoken legend

Kida is from a legend that a God came across the ocean on this being. It is the imaginative creature
that is part turtle and part snake.

Tt is known and loved by the nickname ‘ga-me’.

In a Kida, there are five strong men who act up and rush to the crowd or run around and make turns.
It is said that you won’t become sick and will attract wealth if you keep the red hair of the Kida’s tail.
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The scenery from about two hundred years ago is reproduced clearly. 200447 694 I 40 B EH EE 3 200 A e] BalAle] (WRES) &= Ao] opbEHaL.
Surprisingly, it is about 40meters long! $o F ST R 40K ! 71 o] HEE 40m!

Yatsushiro MuniCipal Museum {%‘t;?slll\llrlghé?lt;tl%:fgaomhgt%c}fl’lref 866-0863,JAPAN

URL http://www.city.yatsushiro.kumamoto.jp/museum/ PH 0965-34-5555 + FAX 0965-33-9200
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